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ClOIDJE.
Minute, Cylindrical. Antennae eight- to ten-jointed, with
three-jointed club. Tarsi usually four-jointed, the first
small and the last long.
A widely distributed family of between 200 to 300 species.
They are cylindrical and very small, generally dark brown
or yellowish in colour.
The head and anterior portion of the thorax of the males is
often furnished with small, horn-like processes. The antennae
are inserted under the margins of the forehead. The elytra
completely cover the abdomen. The legs are rather short;
the last joint of the tarsi is much longer than the first three
together. Generally the thorax and elytra are pubescent.
The larvae are white, cylindrical and somewhat curved, the
last segment bearing a pair of short hooks and also a short
process acting as a pro-leg. The thoracic legs are long. The
pupa also possesses the curved apical spines.
Both larvae and adults live in corky fungous growths or in
decaying, fungoid wood.
A list of the species can "be found in the Berlin Catalogue,
Part 30. Fowler deals with twenty-one British species.
BTJPEESTIDJS.
Mostly brilliantly metallic. Head short, vertical.
Antennae short, serrate, eleven-jointed. Tarsi five-jointed,
basal four with pads. Prosternum produced back into
mesosternum. First two sternites connate.
A large family of some 5,000 species, widely distributed
throughout the world, by far the greater number, however,
occurring in tropical regions, the smaller and less conspicuous
being found in temperate countries.
They are all elongate insects, broadest across the base of the
abdomen and tapering slightly towards the apex. They vary
much in size, some being less than a quarter of an inch, while
many are as much as two inches long and of robust build. The
colouring in the majority of cases, and especially in the larger